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December 26, 2023 

The Louisa County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at the Supervisors office. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chris Ball, Chairman. The following Board members were present: Brad Quigley, and Shawn Maine. Board members voting “AYE” unless otherwise noted.  Public attending meeting: Jim Kelgord, Randy Schlutz, & Susan Schnedler. Lana Artz-McComb & Jon Hartman via zoom.         

Pledge of Allegiance

Motion Quigley, second Maine to approve agenda for December 26, 2023.

Motion Maine, second Quigley to approve minutes for December 19, 2023.


Payroll change for Danyelle Boysen, Conservation, $37.50 to $22.50 effective 12/18/2023; Carolanna Artz-McComb, Conservation, $39.69 to $28.85 effective 12/18/2023; Skyler Patrick, Jailer, $19.60 to $20.85 effective 1/16/2024; Melinda Maine, Jailer, $24.88 to $26.13 effective 1/19/2024.     

Maine spoke with Geo from EVOLVE who reports the Complex roof will be done in week to 10 days.  Quigley attended Clinton County Supervisors Board meeting in Comanche.  Said discussion was Solar Farms and potential excise tax.  Quigley discussed excise tax for Louisa County if county proceeds with Solar Farm west of Louisa Power Plant.  

Brian Hall, EM, gave monthly update.  Requested the board to review Hazard Mitigation Plan and asked to be added to next week’s Agenda to Approve Resolution to Match Local Grant.  Working on E-911 budget.

Board of Supervisors reviewed Public Health Board resignation of Joellen Schantz.    

Adam Parsons, County Attorney, notified the Board of Supervisors that he is appointing Brian Metcalf as Assistant County Attorney, effective 1/3/2024.  

Motion Maine, second Quigley, to Approve Resolution 202344 to appoint new Assistant County Attorney Brian Metcalf.
RESOLUTION 202344

OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

OF LOUISA COUNTY, IOWA


WHEREAS, pursuant to Iowa Code Section 331.903, Adam D. Parsons, County Attorney for Louisa County, Iowa, has appointed Brian J. Metcalf as an Assistant Louisa County Attorney effective January 3, 2024; and


WHEREAS, the Louisa County Board of Supervisors finds this appointment appropriate.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND DETERMINED: That the appointment of Brian J. Metcalf as Assistant Louisa County Attorney, effective January 1, 2024, is approved in accordance with Section 331.903 of the Iowa Code.


Said resolution was unanimously adopted, this _26th  day of _December_, 2023.
AYES: Chris Ball, Chairman, Board of Supervisors, Brad Quigley, Shawn Maine

ATTEST: Selena Gerst, 

Adam Shutt, Engineer, gave weekly updates.  Discussed that for FY 2024 Budget he requested 1,481,586 transfer of funds from the rural services basic fund to Secondary Road.  Is requesting the Board adjust Resolution 202340 to reflect $1,481,586 vs $1,468,372 that the Resolution currently lists.   

Motion Quigley, second Maine to approve Resolution 202340 for Interfund Transfer from Rural Services & General Basic to Secondary Roads in the amount of $1,481,586.  Auditor will correct Resolution 202340 to reflect half payment $740,793 and will notify Treasurer.
RESOLUTION FOR INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFER 202340

2023-2024
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WHERE AS, it is desired to authorize the Auditor to periodically transfer sums from the rural services basic fund to the secondary road fund during the 2023-2024 budget year, and

WHEREAS, said transfers must be in accordance with the Section 331.432 Code of Iowa,

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Louisa County, Iowa as follows:

 
Section 1. A sum not exceeding the amount of $ 1,481,586, and in compliance with the calculations as required in Section 331.434(6) is ordered that the first half amount not to exceed 740,793 to be transferred from the Rural Services Basic and General Basic in the following amounts to the Secondary Road fund, effective December 26, 2023. $692,313 from Rural Services Basic and $48,480 from General Basic.  The second half of this transfer is to be made this June 25, 2024.

Section 2. The Auditor is directed to correct her books accordingly and to notify the Treasurer of this operating transfer accompanying the notification with a copy of this resolution and record of its adoption.

The above foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Louisa County, Iowa on December 26, 2023, the vote thereon being as follows:
AYES: Chris Ball, Chairman, Board of Supervisors; Brad Quigley, Shawn Maine

ATTEST: Selena Gerst, Auditor


Motion Quigley, second Maine to approve Resolution 202343 to remove stop sign at intersection of G44X and 160th Street.
RESOLUTION 202343

REMOVE STOP SIGN

WHEREAS, the following intersection located in Louisa County has been reviewed by the Louisa County Secondary Road Department, and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to remove traffic control signing.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors, meeting in regular session, and upon recommendation of the Louisa County Engineer that the Secondary Roads Department to remove a stop sign at the following location:

•
Northbound at the intersection of G44X and 160th Street

The Board of Supervisors declares this sign to be unnecessary. The remaining sign at 160th Street eastbound will remain legal and enforceable.

Dated this 26th  day of December 2023.
AYES: Chris Ball, Chairman Board of Supervisors, Brad Quigley, and Shawn Maine

ATTEST: Selena Gerst, Auditor


Motion Maine, second Quigley to approve Resolution 202341 for Great River Housing Trust fund match.
RESOLUTION NO. 202341

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LOUISA COUNTY TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT THE GREAT RIVER HOUSING TRUST FUND 

WHEREAS, that said LOUISA County is a duly recognized governing body acting under the laws of the State of Iowa; and,

WHEREAS, that said LOUISA County recognizes that a regional housing project exists with the creation of Great River Regional Housing Trust Fund and,

WHEREAS, that said LOUISA County in assisting this regional development activity will create a viable housing program for the entire region and,

WHEREAS, the LOUISA County is a member of the Great River Housing Trust Fund, a regional housing program that will benefit low and moderate income households in the region, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE LOUISA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT;

LOUISA County will contribute $10,000 cash match to the Great River Housing Trust Fund in Fiscal Year 2025 thus benefiting low to moderate income households in Louisa County and the region.

PASSED and APPROVED this 26th day of December 2023.

AYES: Chris Ball, Chairman Board of Supervisors Brad Quigley and Shwan Maine

ATTEST: Selena Gerst, Auditor
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Motion Maine, second Quigley to approve Resolution 202342 to set date of Special Election for March 5, 2024, for EMS Property Tax.
RESOLUTION NO. 202342

Resolution to set the date for an election on the imposition of certain emergency medical services taxes in Louisa County, Iowa

WHEREAS, Chapter 422D of the Code of Iowa authorizes County Boards of Supervisors to impose a local option income surtax (the “EMS Income Tax”) and/or an ad valorem
property tax (the “EMS Property Tax” and, together with the EMS Income Tax, the “EMS Taxes”) for emergency medical services; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors (the “Board”) of Louisa County, Iowa (the “County”) has adopted a resolution on December 6, 2022, declaring emergency medical services as an essential county service, pursuant to Section 422D.1 of the Code of Iowa; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has coordinated efforts with the local emergency medical services agencies to establish a county emergency medical services system advisory council (the “EMS Advisory Council”), pursuant to Section 422D.1(b) of the Code of Iowa, to assist in researching and assessing the service needs of the County and to guide implementation of services in the County; and 

WHEREAS, the EMS Advisory Council has made its recommendations to the Board, and such recommendations will be set forth in a report (the “EMS Advisory Council Report”) which shall be attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the recommendations of the EMS Advisory Council, the Board has determined that to maintain and enhance the current level of emergency medical services provided by the County, the imposition of the EMS Property Tax for a period of fifteen (15) years is necessary and in the best interests of the County and its residents; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 422D.1(3)(a) of the Code of Iowa, before the County can impose any of the EMS Taxes, the County must hold a special election upon such proposition and receive a favorable vote from at least 60% of the total votes cast at such special election; and

WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the Board to set the date for an election on the proposition of imposing the EMS Property Tax and to direct the County Auditor to give notice of such election, as provided in Section 422D.1(3)(a) of the Code of Iowa;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the Louisa County, Iowa, as follows:


Section 1.The Board hereby determines that it is in the best interests of the County to impose the EMS Property Tax for emergency medical services in accordance with the findings of the EMS Advisory Council. 


Section 2.A special county election is hereby called and ordered to be held in and for the County on March 5, 2024, at which there will be submitted to the voters of the County the following proposition:

Shall the Board of Supervisors of Louisa County, Iowa (the “County”), be authorized to impose the following tax in an annual revenue amount not to exceed $__469,056___ for a period of fifteen (15) years to be used for the purpose of funding Emergency Medical Services in the County, pursuant to Chapter 422D of the Code of Iowa: 

•
Ad valorem property tax at the maximum rate of .59 (59 cents) per $1,000 of assessed value on all taxable property within the County.


Section 3.If approved, the EMS Property Tax shall be imposed for the fiscal year beginning after the fiscal year in which the election on the proposition was held and shall continue for a period of fifteen (15) years. 

Section 4.The annual revenues collected through the EMS Property Tax shall be in an amount not to exceed $___469,056___, and the Board shall, from time to time, determine the annual tax rates necessary to obtain this amount, or such lesser amount as may from time to time be established through the budgeting process. 

Section 5.The County is hereby directed to file a copy of this resolution with the Louisa County Commissioner of Elections.


Section 6.The County Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of the ballot proposition, in substantially the form set forth as Exhibit C hereto, to be published in a legal newspaper of general circulation in the County, such notice to be published not less than sixty (60) days prior to the date of the election.
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Section 7. All resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Passed and approved December 26, 2023.

AYES: Chris Ball, Chairman Board of Supervisors Brad Quigley, Shawn Maine
ATTEST: Selena Gerst, Auditor


Discussed yearly appointments to County Boards.  

Ball, Chair, signed allowed/disallowed Family Farm applications.
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting on motion

was adjourned at 9:50 a.m.


_______________________


           ____________________________


Selena Gerst, Auditor



 
Chris Ball, Chairman of the Board


